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2.  Dyes used in Ink Formulation (K086) 
 
An ink formulation company in New Jersey claims it only uses dyes and 
emulsifiers in its production of ink.  The dye contains small amounts of 
lead and chromium.  The ink  company claims it uses no pigments, driers,  
soaps or stabilizers in its ink formulation.  The listing of K086 
specifically states that the waste is generated from "...pigments, driers, 
soaps, and stabilizers containing chromium and lead."  For this reason the 
generator (ink company) feels it is not generating a K086 listed waste.  Is 
the generator correct in its assumption? 
 
No.  There is no clear distinction between "dyes" and "pigments," 
therefore the Agency feels that the term "pigment" used in the listing 
is synonymous with the term "dye."  In the background document for 
K086, it is stated that the basis for listing K086 is because of the "raw 
materials [used in the ink formulation] containing lead and 
hexavalent chromium are listed as hazardous because they typically 
contain significant concentrations of lead and (presumably 
hexavalent) chromium."  Furthermore, in the background document 
it mentions that four types of raw materials are used in the ink 
manufacture: (1) pigments and dyes, flushes and dispersions; (2) 
chemical specialties (including driers, plasticizers, soaps and 
stabilizers); (3) resins; and (4) solvents.  A waste generated from an 
ink manufacturer using any of these raw  materials, containing lead 
or chromium, meets the K086 listing.  The generator may petition to 
have its waste delisted if it feels the waste contains "insignificant" 
amounts of chromium and lead. 
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