UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

August 13, 1990

Mr. Dave Dean
403 12th Avenue
Indidantic, Florida 32903

Dear Mr. Dean:

Recently we recelved aletter from Congressman Bill Nelson concerning your inquiry about the
legality of spreading used oil on dirt roads to suppress dust.

Section 3004(1)of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) prohibits use of
certain used ailsfor dust suppresson. Specificaly, it prohibits the use of waste or used ail that is
contaminated or mixed with dioxin or with certain other hazardous wastes, such as toxic degreasing
solvents. If used oil exhibitstoxicity (using atest procedure EPA developed called the “toxicity
characteristic”), it must not be used as a dust suppressart.

Many date laws prohibit the use of used oil as adust suppressant. According to Tim Hickin of
the Ohio Environmenta Protection Agency, Ohio does not have a tate law prohibiting such use; the
issue is left up to township trustees. EPA proposed to ban the practice outright in November 1985, and
we are presently consdering what fina action to take on this nationd ban.

Thank you for your interest in the environment and in the proper use of used ail. If you have
further questions regarding the federd hazardous waste regulations, please fedl free to contact Becky
Cuthbertson at (202) 475-9715. If you have questions regarding Ohio's regulations, you may contact
Tim Hickin at (614)644-2917.

Sincerdly yours,

SylviaK. Lowrance, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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