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QUESTION:  If a generator determines that a solid waste is hazardous 
because it exhibits one of the characteristics listed in Subpart C of 4O CFR 261, is 
he also required by 4O CFR 262.11 to determine if the waste exhibits any of the 
other characteristics in Subpart C of 4O CFR 261? 

 
ANSWER:  4OCFR 262.11 requires a generator to determine if his waste is 
subject to Subtitle C regulations. EPA broadly interprets all of the requirements of 
Part 262 to mean that the generator must have in-depth knowledge of his waste 
and its hazardous properties in order to protect human health and the environment.  
It is incumbent upon the generator to manage his waste in a manner that will 
protect human health and the environment.  As such, his understanding of the 
characteristics of the waste he has generated is imperative.  If the waste is being 
accumulated on-site under 4OCFR 262.34, the generator must know if the waste 
is ignitable or reactive (4OCFR 265.176), compatible with its container (4OCFR 
265.172), and compatible with other substances (both wastes and non-wastes) 
being stored in an accumulation area (4OCFR 265.177).  If the waste is being sent 
to a hazardous waste management facility (either on or off-site), the generator must 
know enough about the waste to designate a facility on his manifest which is 
permitted to handle that particular waste (4OCFR 262.20 (b)).  Further 
requirements for determining the hazardous nature of the waste reside in the DOT 
requirements for waste shipped off-site (4OCFR 262 Subpart C). 
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