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REGULATION OF WOOD TREATMENT PLANT DRIP AREAS AS SWMUS 
John Skinner, Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
 
James C. Scarbrough, Chief 
Residuals Management Branch, Region IV 
 
 
In your April 23, 1985, memo, you asked whether the ground 
areas at a wood treatment plant that receive drippage from the  
treated wood are solid waste management units and, therefore, 
subject to the continuing release provisions of HSWA.  We agree 
with you that these areas are solid waste management units, 
subject to the continuing release and interim status corrective 
action order requirements of the 1984 RCRA amendments. 
 
As we understand the process, when the pressure treated wood 
is removed from the treating cylinder, excess preservative is 
forced out of the wood by the internal pressure still remaining 
in the wood.  This is commonly referred to as kick-back drippage. 
The length of time over which drippage occurs varies from about 
four to twenty-four hours, depending on the type of wood treated, 
the series of pressure or vacuum treating cycles employed, and 
the preservative solutions used.  Often, a final vacuum is drawn 
on the preserved wood which then delays the onset of this 
drippage by an hour or so after it is taken out of the pressure 
treating cylinder. 
 
Although some of these residuals have been found to contain 
significant concentrations of carcinogenic substances (such as 
chrysene and benzo(a)pyrene), they are not currently classified 
as hazardous wastes under RCRA, either as discarded commercial 
chemical products under Section 261.33 or otherwise as listed or 
characteristic wastes.  The Agency is now obtaining data to 
determine whether these residuals should be listed along with 
other wastes from the wood preserving industry. 
 
These residuals, however, are definitely solid wastes. 
Therefore, any specific ground area that routinely receives this 
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kick-back drippage would be considered a "solid waste management 
unit" since it is a discrete area of the facility where wastes 
have been or are deliberately, routinely, and systematically 
placed or allowed to leak onto the land.  The unit is thus 
subject to the corrective action requirements of 3004(u), 
providing that the facility is seeking a RCRA permit. 
 
If the facility has interim status but is not seeking a 
permit, enforcement authorities under Section 3008(h) and others 
can be used to require necessary corrective measures. 
 
I trust that this response is helpful to you in preparing 
your case in the compliance order proceeding regarding a wood 
treater's Part B permit application. 
 
Attachment 
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June 14, 1985 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT:  Regulatory status of wood preservative "Kickback" 
          emissions 
 
FROM:     John H. Skinner, Ph.D 
          Director 
          Office of Solid Waste (WH 565) 
 
TO:       Elizabeth Maxwell 
          Assistant Regional Counsel 
          Region V 
 
In a March 29, 1985, memo, you requested clarification of the 
regulatory status of the ground area around tracks or other areas 
outside of the immediate treating cylinder area where drippings 
collects from newly treated wood.1/  This area (referred to as 
the "kick-back drippage area") is a solid waste management unit, 
subject to the corrective action requirements of the 1984 RCRA 
amendments. 
 
As we understand the process, when the pressure treated wood 
charge is removed from the treating cylinder, excess preservative 
is forced out of the wood by the internal pressure still 
remaining in the wood.  This is commonly referred to as kick-back 
drippage.  Typically, a charge of newly treated wood is allowed 
to rest in a specific area while still loaded on the railroad 
platform car for some time during this pressure equalization 
process.  In some cases, this drippage may be partially collected 
in troughs or sumps beneath the tracks.  The length of time over 
which drippage occurs varies from about four to twenty-four 
hours, depending on the type of wood treated, the series of 
pressure or vacuum treating cycles employed, and the preservative 
                 
While the Agency has determined the status of this area, we 
 are currently evaluating other parts of wood preserving plants 
 to determine if these areas also should be classified as land- 
 based units. 
 
solutions used.  Often, a final vacuum is drawn on the preserved 
wood which then delays the onset of this drippage by an hour or 
so after it is taken out of the pressure treating cylinder. 
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At Southern Wood Piedmont's Waverly, Ohio facility, some of 
this residual is collected in troughs beside the railroad track 
and periodically dredged out manually.  Substantial amounts 
however, also drip onto the ground.  The facility has supplied 
analytical data demonstrating significant concentrations of 
carcinogenic substances in these deposits (e.g., chrysene at 2500 
ppm and benzo(a)pyrene at 730 ppm. 
 
Although these residuals are not currently classified as 
hazardous wastes under RCRA, either as discarded commercial 
chemical products under Section 261.33 or otherwise as listed or 
characteristic wastes, the Agency is now obtaining data to 
determine whether these residuals should be listed along with  
other wastes from the wood preserving industry. 
 
These residuals, however, are solid wastes.  The specific 
ground area which routinely receives this kick-back drippage 
would be considered a "solid waste management unit," since it is 
a discrete area of the facility where wastes have been or are 
deliberately, routinely, and systematically placed or are allowed 
to leak onto the land.  The unit is thus subject to the 
corrective action requirements of 3004(u), providing that the 
facility is seeking a RCRA permit.  If the facility has interim 
status but is not seeking a permit, enforcement authorities under 
Section 3008(h) and others can be used to require necessary 
corrective resources. 
 
cc:  Regional Administrators 
     Regional Branch Chiefs 
 
 


