
RO 13584 

PPC  9445.1992(02) 
 
CLARIFICATION ON MATRIX SPIKES FOR METHOD 8310 
          
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
 
December 22, 1992 
 
Ms. Kelly S. Swanson 
QA Officer 
Analytical Technologies, Inc. 
11 East Olive Road 
Pensacola, Florida 32514 
 
This letter is in response to your request of December 16, 1992, 
for clarification on the issue of matrix spikes for Method 8310. 
Your response to the Florida HRS Water Certification Deficiency 
Report was not enclosed with your letter.  
 
     I believe that Section 8.7 of Method 8000A, included below, 
should adequately address the issue of frequency of spikes from the 
Office of Solid Waste Headquarters point of view:  
 
          8.7  The laboratory must, on an ongoing basis, 
     analyze a reagent blank and a matrix  spiked duplicate 
     for each analytical batch (up to a maximum of 20 
     samples/batch) to assess accuracy. For soil and waste 
     samples where detectable amounts of organics are present, 
     duplicate samples may be appropriate in place of spiked 
     duplicates. For laboratories analyzing one to ten samples 
     per month, at least one spiked sample per month is 
     required.  
 
     However, if the requirements of any RCRA-Authorized State 
differ from those of EPA, the State regulations apply.  
 
     If you have any questions, please call me at 202-260-7459. 
 
Sincerely, 
Barry Lesnik, Chemist 
Methods Section (OS-331) 
RCRA Organic Methods Program Manager 


