
The Honorable Paul S. Sarbanes
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Senator Sarbanes:

Thank you for your letter of April 26, 2004, regarding your constituent Benjamin
Lamagna’s concerns about recycling waste materials.  We appreciate his suggestions
that recycling by government employees be mandated.

While recycling by individual government employees is not required, the federal
government has taken important steps to promote recycling and other environmentally
beneficial policies among federal agencies.  Under Executive Order 13101, “Greening
the Government through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Federal Acquisition,” waste
prevention and recycling must be incorporated into agency operations, and disposal is
viewed as a last resort.  Specifically, Section 705 directs agencies to initiate a program
that promotes cost-effective waste prevention and recycling of reusable materials; to
designate a recycling coordinator for each facility or installation; and to consider
cooperative ventures with state and local governments to promote recycling and waste
reduction in the community.  The Office of the Federal Environmental Executive (OFEE)
plays a leadership and oversight role in implementing the Executive Order. More
information about the Executive Order may be found at www.ofee.gov.

Regarding Mr. Lamagna’s concerns about the disposal of glass, plastics, and
metals in landfills, EPA has established standards under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) controlling the design and management of municipal solid waste
landfills.  While we support recycling as environmentally preferable, these standards
ensure household wastes disposed of in these landfills will be safely contained.

More broadly, EPA has launched the Resource Conservation Challenge with the
goal of increasing the national recycling rate by working with state and industry
partners around the country.   With this effort the Agency is challenging all Americans
to make smarter purchases and disposal decisions that conserve our natural resources,
save energy, and preserve the environment for future generations.  More information
about the Resource Conservation Challenge may be found at



www.epa.gov/epaoswer/osw/conserve/index.htm.

Again, thank you for your letter.  If you have further questions or concerns,
please contact me, or your staff may contact Holly Smithson in the Office of
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 202-564-1609.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas P. Dunne
Acting Assistant Administrator
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