
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
Mr. T.L. Nebrich, Jr. 
Technical Director 
Waste Technology Services Inc. 
640 Park Place 
Niagara Falls, NY 14301 
 
Dear Mr. Nebrich: 
 
 This letter responds to your letter dated August 22, 1997 in which you requested 
clarification of the alternative treatment standards for hazardous debris found in 40 
CFR 268.45. I apologize for taking so long to answer your letter. Each of your two 
questions are restated and answered below. 
 

1) If debris is contaminated with a hazardous waste that carries a waste code which 
requires a specified method of treatment, can the alternative treatment standards for 
debris be used 
to treat the debris, or must the specified method of treatment for that waste code be 
used? 
 

As stated in 268.45(a), hazardous debris may be treated using the treatment 
standards found in Table 1 of that section or may be treated to the waste-specific 
treatment standard for the waste contaminating the debris. Either option is acceptable. 
However, as stated in 268.45(d), if the alternative treatment standards for debris are 
used, any residues from such treatment are subject only to the waste-specific treatment 
standards. For example, if debris contaminated with P040 is treated by grinding (an 
alternative treatment standard found in Table 1), the residue created must be 
combusted, since CMBST is the treatment standard for P040 specified in 268.40. 
 
2)  Also, if the alternative treatment standards for debris are used to treat debris 
contaminated with D012-D043 wastes, must the universal treatment standards for 
underlying hazardous constituents found in 40 CFR 268.48 also be met? 
 
 As stated in §268.45(b)(1), the constituents subject to treatment in debris 
contaminated with toxicity characteristic waste are only those constituents for which the 
debris exhibits the characteristic. The debris itself is not otherwise subject to the 
universal treatment standards in 268.48. However, if any residues created from the 
treatment of such debris still display the   toxicity characteristics found in 6261.24. those 
residues are subject to the treatment standards found in §268.40 for the characteristic.  
The residues are also are not otherwise subject to the universal treatment standards in 
§268.48.               

 



If you have any further questions, you may call Peggy Vyas of my staff at (703) 
308-5477. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Acting 
Director 
Office of Solid Waste 

 
 


