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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

 
OFFICE OF 

SOLID WASTE AND 
EMERGENCY 

RESPONSE 
 
Mr. Boyd B. Green, P.E. 
President GNESYS, Inc. 
2147 Frisco 
P.O. Box 14465 
Memphis, Tennessee 38114 
 
Dear Mr. Green: 
 

Thank you for your letter of October 3, 1996 requesting that the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) consider your company's Hydrasep7 Advanced Oil/Water 
Separator for Best Demonstrated Available Technology (BDAT). EPA welcomes 
information about innovative hazardous waste treatment technologies, especially those 
developed by enterprising small businesses such as your own. We factor such 
information into the varied hazardous waste management decisions made across the 
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, so the information you have provided 
to us is certainly valuable. 
 

There is no EPA program of certification of BDAT, however. The Office of Solid 
Waste's Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) program develops concentration levels or 
methods of treatment for hazardous wastes that must be met before the waste may be 
land disposed. In order to develop these "treatment standards" for specific wastes, the 
universe of hazardous waste technologies that are appropriate for the wastes being 
regulated is examined, to determine which technologies meet the criteria of BDAT. 
First, the technology must be demonstrated, that is, be a full-scale treatment technology 
currently in use. Next, the technology is evaluated as to whether it is available, or 
commercially available for sale or lease. Once the universe of technologies meeting 
these criteria is narrowed, EPA determines which technology (or technologies) is best. 
This is determined based on performance data from well-designed and well-operated 
systems that substantially diminish the toxicity or mobility of hazardous constituents in 
the waste. 
 

In most cases, EPA has set concentration levels for treating wastes. Generally, 
any treatment process can be used, as long as the resulting residues meet the levels. The 
concentration levels ("Universal Treatment Standards," or UTS) are found at Title 40 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 268.48. Enclosed for your convenience is a 
copy of the UTS table. 
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Once again, thank you for your interest in developing and improving the nation's 
hazardous waste management system. If you would like to discuss this matter further, 
do not hesitate to contact Jim Berlow, Director of the Hazardous Waste Minimization 
and Management Division in the Office of Solid Waste. He can be reached on 
703-308-8414. 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
Michael Shapiro, Director 
Offices Solid Waste 

 
Enclosure 
 
 


