9441.1986(31)
APR 21 1986

G.N. Weinreich, P.E.
Environmental Manager
ANG Coal Gasification Co.
P.O. Box 1149

Beulah, ND 58523

Dear Mr. Weinreich:

I am responding to your letter of March 18, 1986, in which

you request a clarification of whether precipitation which contacts
coal gasification ash waste resulting from the processing of coal,
and becomes corrosive is subject to the hazardous waste provisions
of RCRA. As you state in your letter, the ash is currently exempt
from regulation under RCRA pursuant to 40 CFR 261.4(b)(4). See
also Section 3001(b)(3)(A)(i) of RCRA. The precipitation becomes
corrosive solely as a result of contact with the ash. Since the
hazardous waste characteristic of the precipitation is derived
from an exempt waste, the resulting corrosive water retains the
exempt status of that waste (i.e., the water is also exempt from
regulation as a hazardous waste).

I hope the above clarifies your concerns regarding the proper

classification of this aqueous waste. If you have further questions,
please contact Mr. Edwin F. Abrams of my staff at (202) 382-4787.

Sincerely,
Original Document signed
Marcia E. Williams

Director
Office of Solid Waste

RO 11145



