9555.1987(01)
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
October 2, 1987

Mr. H. Wayne Hibbitts, Director
Environmental Protection Division
Department of Energy

Oak Ridge Operations

Post Office Box E

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831

Dear Mr. Hibbitts:

I am responding to your letter to Lee Thomas, dated August 18,
1987, requesting an extension of the effective date of the storage
prohibition imposed by the land disposal restrictions. The solvent
wastes for which the extension is requested are generated at

sites in Tennessee, Ohio, and Kentucky. They pose an unusual
problem because they are co-contaminated with radionuclides and
we are not aware of any disposal facilities that accent low-level
radioactive mixed wastes. An incinerator to dispose of these
wastes is being build and a draft permit has been issued for
public comment. The requested extension covers the time needed
to bring the incinerator to operational readiness and conduct trail

burns. The incinerator is expected to be operational by January of 1988.

The Agency realizes that low-level radioactive mixed wastes

pose a special problem for generators, since there are no facili-

ties at this time permitted to treat or dispose of these wastes.
Unfortunately, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
contains no provision authorizing extension of the effective date

of the section 3004(j) storage prohibition, (42 U.S.C. 6924 (j)),

so we are unable to grant your request.

As our staffs have discussed, however RCRA section 3004(b)(3)
provides for an extension of the land disposal restrictions
effective date for specific wastes on a case-by-case basis. We
are thus treating this petition as one for a case-by-case extension
of the effective date. To reiterate the telephone conversation
held by our staffs on September 28, 1987, we need the following
information:
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-
Administrative Information

1. Specify the amount of time needed to complete alternative
capacity for the waste.

2. Provide information about the process generating the
waste and about the physical/chemical properties of the
waste, including:

A description of the process generating the waste.
The EPA Hazardous Waste Number.

A description of the composition and physical form of
the waste stream.

The quantity of waste generated per year.

The certification that the information is true, accurate,
and complete, signed by an authorized representative.

Demonstrations
1. Submit capacity figures for the incinerator.

2. Submit capacity figures for the maximum quantity of waste
that would be subject to the extension.

3. Submit descriptions and RCRA permit numbers of the storage
facilities where the waste will be stored prior to incineration.

Although we have initiated action on your request, we will

not be able to propose our decision until we receive the requested
information. You should be aware that a case-by-case extension
of the effective date is a rulemaking procedure, requiring publi-
cation of the Agency's tentative decision to allow the public an
opportunity to comment on your request. After considering their
comments, the final decision must also be published in the Federal
Register.

We will make every effort to process your application in a
timely manner. In the interim, if you have further questions or
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problems, feel free to contact Rhonda Craig at (202) 382-4800.
Sincerely,

Original Document signed

Marcia Williams

Director
Office of Solid Waste
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