Mr. Edward Royer
18992 Portofino Drive
Tampa, FL 33547

Dear Mr. Royer:

Thank you for your letter of October 24, 2000 regarding your concerns about
potential environmental contamination from video monitors disposed in landfills.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is actively exploring ways of
encouraging greater recycling of CRTs and electronic devices and agrees that these
items should be reused or recycled rather than landfilled. As you stated, cathode ray
tubes (CRTs) in color televisions and video monitors contain lead to protect users from
harmful radiation emitted by the electron gun in the CRT. States are also experimenting
with different approaches to managing CRTs. For example, Massachusetts has
prohibited the disposal of computers in municipal landfills.

We have enclosed for your information one of our recent publications, the
October 2000 edition of Waste Wise Update. This edition features electronics reuse and
recycling and includes a variety of information about electronics recycling and the
actions industry and government are taking to encourage electronics recycling.

At the present time, the Agency is developing a regulation under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) hazardous waste management program that
would promote the recycling of CRTs. If finalized, the proposed regulation would
minimize unnecessary regulatory barriers to recycling CRTs and to reuse and recycling
of CRT glass. If this rule is finalized, we believe more CRTs will be recycled, and thus
diverted from disposal in landfills and combustors. We expect that decreased
regulatory burden resulting from this rule will stimulate the recycling market and
motivate more businesses to enter the CRT recycling sector. This should, in turn, divert
CRTs generated by households and businesses from the municipal solid waste stream
and into the recycling market.
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The computer manufacturing industry is also involved in the effort to increase
recycling of CRTs and electronic devices by encouraging households to recycle their
computers. For example, one major computer manufacturer has set up a national
program under which, for a shipping fee, consumers can return computers to be
donated to charity if reusable, or to be recycled. Another major electronics
manufacturer has set up a state-wide household electronics take-back program in
Minnesota.

We hope this letter has addressed your concerns. Should you have additional
questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Javier Garcia of my staff at (703) 308-

2628. Thank you for your interest in protecting human health and the environment.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director
Office of Solid Waste

Enclosure

cc: Honorable Michael Bilirakis
U.S. House of Representatives
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