
Sheryl A. Corrigan
Commissioner
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Rd. N.
St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Dear Commissioner Corrigan:

Thank you for your letter of April 4, 2003, to Administrator Whitman expressing concern
about the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards under the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act governing the treatment of mercury-bearing hazardous waste before disposal.  
Specifically, you are concerned that EPA’s land disposal restriction regulations allow some
mercury-containing hazardous wastes to be disposed of under the debris treatment standards,
rather than being subjected to mercury recovery through “retorting.”

We appreciate your concern over this issue, and thank you for raising it to our attention. 
EPA is working closely with a number of states, including Minnesota, to better understand this
issue.  We are seeking to determine the extent to which mercury-containing debris is disposed in
landfills, with or without treatment, or whether the mercury is reclaimed through retorting.  

Mercury-containing wastes can originate from several sources, including households,
industry, and cleanup sites.  Different federal and state regulations can govern these sources,
including regulations for household hazardous waste, hazardous industrial waste, hazardous
debris and soil, and generators of small quantities of waste.  We are currently working with the
Northeast Waste Management Officials’ Association (NEWMOA) to reach out to states and
municipalities to better understand the management and final disposition of mercury-bearing
wastes.  John Gilkeson on your staff has been involved in this effort.  The Office of Solid Waste
is also consulting with experts in the EPA regional offices and Canadian provinces to better
understand the disposition of mercury-contaminated cleanup wastes.  This work should help
inform a more complete approach to issues raised by mercury disposal.  



Again, thank you for raising your concerns to me.  As we look into these issues, we will
continue to coordinate with the states and Mr. Gilkeson.  If you have further questions or
concerns please contact me, or your staff may contact Laurie Solomon at (703) 308-8443.

Sincerely yours,

Marianne Lamont Horinko
Assistant Administrator
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