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4.  Land Disposal Restrictions - Disposal of Wastes Granted a Variance  
 
On November 8, 1986, all spent solvent wastes (F001-F005) were prohibited 
from land disposal unless those wastes met treatment standards set forth in 
Section 268.41.  However, based on a shortage of incineration capacity, EPA 
granted a two-year variance for spent solvent wastes that meet the criteria 
set forth in Section 268.30(a)(1-3). 
 
According to Section 268.30(b), these wastes granted a variance may be land 
disposed in a landfill or surface impoundment only if the facility is in 
compliance with Section 268.5(h)(2) (minimum technological requirements). 
Does this preclude land disposal of these wastes in other types of land 
disposal units, such as a land treatment facility? 
 
      No, land disposal of these wastes in other types of land disposal units 
      is not precluded. 
 
      RCRA Section 3004(h) is the statutory authority that EPA uses to 
      implement Section 268.30(b).  It applies only to land disposal in 
      landfills and impoundments, not to any other type of land disposal.  
      The language in RCRA Section 3004(h) is similar to that in Section 
      268.30(b) and states, "Whenever another effective date (herein after 
      referred to as a "variance") is established..., with respect to any 
      hazardous waste during the period for which such variance or extension 
      is in effect such hazardous waste may be disposed in a landfill or 
      surface impoundment only if such a facility is in compliance with the 
      requirements of subsection (o)."  
       
      Section 3004(k) defines the term "land disposal" to include land 
      treatment facilities.  Neither the RCRA statute nor the land disposal 
      prohibition regulations specifically prohibit the placement of these 
      wastes in other types of land disposal units such as land treatment 
      facilities with the exception of RCRA Section 3004(b).  This section 
      prohibits the placement of noncontainerized or bulk liquids in any salt 
      dome formation, salt bed formation, underground mine or cave.  
      Furthermore, RCRA Section 3004(h) which requires all new, replacement 
      or lateral expansion landfill or surface impoundment units to have 
      minimum technological standards in place, does not require the minimum 



RO 13176 

      technology standards for other types of land disposal units.  Thus, 
      wastes granted a variance under Section 268.30(a) may be disposed in a 
      land treatment facility that is not in compliance with the minimum 
      technology standards. 
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