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4. Clean Closure

Section 265.228(a) of the recently promulgated amendment to the
surface impoundment closure and post-closure care rule, published
in the Federal Register on March 19, 1987 (52 FR 8704), states that
various facility elements (e.g., contaminated subsoils, liners, and
structures) must be removed or decontaminated before clean-closure
can occur. Contaminated groundwater is not listed among those
elements. Must affected groundwater also be removed or
decontaminated before clean closure is possible?

In the preamble to the final rule the Agency stated that it

interprets the term "contaminated subsoils" to include contaminated
groundwater (52 FR 8705). the preamble also states (52 FR 8706)

that owners and operators must remove all wastes, liners, and all
materials contaminated with waste or leachate (including groundwater)
that pose a threat to human health or the environment.
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