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December 9, 1987 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT:  Incinerator Trial Burn Schedules 
 
FROM:     Marcia Williams, Director 
          Office of Solid Waste 
 
ATTN:     Regional Waste Management Division Directors 
          Region I-X 
 
Last Spring your offices submitted multi-year strategies 
that identified for the Office of Solid Waste (OSW) those 
incinerators in your Region that are subject to the November 8, 
1989 deadline.  These strategies will be a very useful tool for 
OSW to assess the Regions' capability and resource needs to meet 
the deadline.  I commend your respective staffs for their 
excellent work. 
 
According to current data in HWDMS, EPA must issue permits 
to approximately 158 incinerators by November 8, 1989.  The 
majority of these facilities will require trial burns before the 
incinerator permit can be issued.  The Hazardous Waste  
Incinerator Permitting Study indicates that it can take as long 
as eleven months after the trial burn is conducted before an 
incinerator permit is issued.  This means that most trial burns 
must be conducted by December 10, 1099.  Unfortunately, the 
number of firms capable of conducting and analyzing the data from 
trial burns is limited.  Consequently, we may be faced with too 
many trial burns scheduled in the same time period, thereby 
forcing some trial burns to be delayed and thus jeopardizing the 
incinerator permitting deadline. 
 
To avoid this possibility, OSW will need the dates for all 
trial burns scheduled to take place in your Region.  OSW will 
then create a special field in the FOCUS national data base with 
the scheduled date for each trial burn.  If we notice a  
significant bunching of trial burns, we will work with the 
appropriate Regions to establish revised schedules.  On a monthly 
basis, Lionel Vega, of the Incinerator PAT, will contact you to 
determine if the trial burns scheduled for the previous month 
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were conducted.  If so, this data will also be entered into the 
file in the FOCUS national data base.  The information in this 
file will become part of the printout for permit track 
incinerators and will be available to you in the BASMENU system. 
 
Attached to this memorandum are lists of the stand alone 
incinerators and the incinerators at land disposal facilities in 
your Region which you have previously identified on a permitting 
track.  In order to ensure that the information on trial burn 
schedules is correct, we need information on how you intend to 
permit these facilities.  For example, if the incinerators at 
land disposal facilities will not be permitted simultaneously 
with the land disposal facilities by the November 8, 1988 
deadline, we will need an amended multi-year strategy for those 
incinerator units.  The information for each facility comes 
directly from HWDMS, using standard SPMS retrieval criteria and 
is in the same format as the land disposal multi-year retrievals 
available in OSW's BASMENU system.  If any of the information in 
the printout is incorrect, please revise accordingly.  Also, 
identify any of those incinerators that have switched from a  
permitting to a closing multi-year track.  In addition, for 
incinerator facilities that do not appear on the list, please 
provide the facility ID and the date its trial burn is scheduled. 
Please make any necessary corrections to HWDMS for inaccurate 
HWDMS data.  Non-HWDMS data such as the trial burn date can be 
written in the margins of the printout. 
 
I appreciate your cooperation in this endeavor.  It is 
important that we resolve this problem now so that it does not 
prevent us from meeting the incinerator permitting deadline. 
Please submit the annotated printouts requested above, to Suzanne 
Rudzinski, Chief of the Assistance Branch by January 11, and make 
the necessary corrections to HWDMS by January 18, 1988.  If you 
have any questions please contact Deborah Martin, Chief of the 
Incinerator/Storage PAT Section, at (FTS) 382-3132. 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Rick McGraw 
     RCRA Branch Chiefs, Regions I-X 
     HWDMS RPOs, Regions I-X 
     Kate Bouve 


