
Ms. Carlee King
Roanoke College
221 College Lane
Box 2143
Salem, Virginia 24153

Dear Ms. King:

Thank you for your letter of April 6, 2004 to President Bush focusing on the
related issues of overpopulation and waste production, and proposing a mandatory
recycling law to reduce the amount of trash deposited in landfills.  The White House
has forwarded your letter to the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Solid
Waste for a response. 

We agree that a national recycling law may seem to be a simple solution to the
serious problem of waste production and disposal in this country.  However, it is
important to consider that the best way to manage waste may vary from region to
region.  As such, the responsibility of handling trash is primarily left to state and local
authorities who have more intimate knowledge of the specific problems and economic
considerations their communities face.  We believe this flexible method allows for the
greatest efficiency in reducing waste volumes. 

At the federal level, we rely on voluntary approaches to encourage recycling and
support local waste management programs.  This includes working cooperatively with
states, communities, and businesses.  These programs have been extremely successful,
as seen by the national recycling rate that has increased from 16 percent in 1990 to 28
percent in 1998.  We are continuing to work toward achieving a recycling rate of 35
percent by 2005.  We are also working with industry to encourage the design of greener
products that can be more easily recycled.  

In your letter you mentioned that it may be impossible to fathom the amount of
trash generated in this country.  You are correct to assume this is a very large amount,
estimated to be over 232 million tons of municipal solid waste (or garbage) each year. 
This works out to approximately 4 ½ pounds of waste produced per person per day.  As
you mention in your letter, with an expanding global population, this number is likely



to substantially  increase if left unchecked.  This is why EPA is working hard with state
and local governments to promote a recycling and waste reduction approach that can
serve as a model for nations across the globe.  For your information, I have included a
few brochures highlighting EPA efforts to promote recycling and waste reduction at
home and around the world.  

Again, thank you for your letter and your interest in initiating a bill to Congress
mandating recycling across the country.  If you have any further questions or concerns,
please contact Mr. Michael Scozzafava of my staff at (703) 308-6114 or
scozzafava.michaele@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Matt Hale, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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