
 

 
 
Solvent Mixture 
 
2. The April 30, 1985, Federal Register (50 FR 18378) contained a proposal to list solvent mixtures in 40 CFR 

§261.31 “containing, in total, ten percent or more by volume of one or more of the following solvents...”  Does 
the 10% criterion apply to the solvent mixture before it is used and becomes a waste or as it exits in the waste 
stream?  For example, a wastewater stream contains 5% solvents and 95% water.  Would one consider 
whether the solvent fraction used in the process contains at least 10% of one or more of the listed solvents; or 
would one consider the percentage of solvent in the waste water stream? 

 
One would apply this solvent mixture rule to the mixture as it is used (prior to becoming a waste).  One 
would determine whether the original solvent mixture (before use) contained more than 10% of the listed 
solvents.  If so, the waste stream is covered, regardless of the percentage of solvent in the waste stream. 
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