9554.1990(03)
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
MAR 7 1990

Mr. Donald Stone

Regional Environmental Manager
GSX Chemical Services, Inc.

121 Executive Center Drive
Congaree Building, Suite 100
Columbia, South Carolina 29221

Dear Mr. Stone:

This letter is in response to your September 18, 1989 letter

to Mike Petruska of the EPA's Waste Characterization Branch,
requesting confirmation of a conversation you had with Mary
Stevens of the RCRA Hotline, concerning the application of waste
codes to treatment residues. Your letter asks which waste codes

would apply to scrubber water from the incineration of hazardous

wastes for the purpose of complying with the land disposal
restrictions.

If listed wastes are burned, all residues that are generated
carry the waste codes of the listed waste from which they are
derived. For characteristic waste that are burned, the
residuals are characteristic only if the residues themselves
exhibit a characteristic.

When deciding which Land Disposal Restriction standard
applies to residuals such as scrubber water (assuming that the
treated residues are destined for some form of land disposal),
your decision must be based on the hazardous waste designation
before incineration. That is, you must know whether the waste
incinerated exhibits any characteristic, meets the California

List criteria, and contains or is derived from any listed wastes.
Potentially, any or all of the treatment standards associated
with these different classifications of hazardous waste may
apply. In situations where multiple treatment standards apply,
the ensuing general rules should be followed:

1. If the standards are for similar treatability groups (e.g.,
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all chlorinated organics), all the standards must be met,
and for common constituents, the most stringent standard
applies.

2. If they are not similar (e.g., one is for metals and the
other is for chlorinated organics), then both standards

I have enclosed an excerpt from the LDR Third Third proposed
rule which explains these concepts further. This excerpt also
provides several examples with regard to the California List
prohibitions and clarifies when these treatment standards would
be superseded by more specific treatment standards.

If you have any questions about these issues, please call
Robert Burchard at 475-6775.

Sincerely,
Devereaux Barnes, Director
Characterization and Assessment Division

cc Mike Petruska
Robert Scarberry

Enclosure
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