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January 12, 2000 
 
The Honorable Zach Wamp 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Wamp: 
 

Thank you for your letter of December 13, 1999, regarding your constituent Tracy 
Wandell’s request to have products containing cenospheres designated by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under the Comprehensive Procurement 
Guidelines (CPG) program. 
 

As discussed in Ms. Wandell’s correspondence to you, we are currently 
evaluating products that contain cenospheres for designation under the Agency’s 
Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines program.  To date, we have designated a total 
of 54 items and are evaluating 30 more, including cenospheres.  By June 2000 we expect 
to propose revisions to the guidelines and at that time we will have a decision regarding 
the designation of cenospheres.   

 
As I am sure you know, both the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA) and the President’s Executive Order 13101, require EPA to issue guidelines for 
the Federal procurement of products containing recovered materials.  These guidelines 
identify and designate recycled products and provide recommendations to agencies for 
purchasing these items.  Once designated, agencies are required to buy the items with 
the highest percentage of recovered materials practicable. 
 

I appreciate your interest in this matter and I hope this information is helpful in 
responding to your constituent. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director 
Office of Solid Waste 

 
 
 
cc: Jack Copeland, Oak Ridge District Office 
 


