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7.   Ground-Water Monitoring-Assessment Monitoring/Corrective Action 
     at Closed Facilities 
 
An interim status landfill must comply with the requirements in Part 265, 
Subpart F, Ground-Water Monitoring, during the post-closure care period (see 
40 CFR Section 265.90(b)).  Section 265.93(e)(7)(i) states that the owner or 
operator conducting an assessment monitoring program must determine the 
nature and extent of contamination in the uppermost aquifer below the 
facility "on a quarterly basis until final closure of the facility (emphasis 
added)...if such a program was implemented prior to final closure of the 
facility."  Section 265.93(d)(7)(ii) states that the owner or operator may 
cease to make regular analyses of the ground-water quality if the assessment 
plan is implemented during the post-closure care period.  An interim status 
landfill stopped receiving waste before July 26, 1982, and certified closure 
closed prior to January 26, 1983.  The facility is now performing postclosure 
care activities.  The facility recently "triggered into" an assessment 
monitoring mode.  With what ground-water monitoring requirements must  
he comply?  What authority may be used to institute corrective measures? 
 
After the owner/operator implements the specific assessment plan detailed in 
Section 265.93(d)(1)-(5) no further monitoring would be required.  According 
to EPA, if the confirmed detection of hazardous constituents in the ground- 
water first occurs during the post-closure care period, "the sources of 
contamination are expected to be relatively stable [as no additional wastes 
are currently being placed in the unit] such that repeated assessments would 
only confirm the initial determination of contamination.  For this reason 
only one ground-water quality assessment which demonstrates contamination is 
required during the post-closure care period" (see May 19, 1980 Federal 
Register, 45 FR 33195).  The post-closure monitoring requirements referred to 
in Section 265.90(c) would therefore include only any detection monitoring 
and this one-time assessment of the ground-water quality.  A facility who 
stopped receiving waste on or before July 26, 1982, and who closed on or 
before January 26, 1983, would not be required to obtain a post-closure 
permit (see December 1, 1987 Federal Register 52 FR 45798).  This being the 
case, EPA could not require additional ground-water monitoring under these 
regulations alone. 
 
EPA may compel the owner or operator of such a facility to perform ground- 
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water (or other media) monitoring via a RCRA Section 3013 order.  A Section 
3013 order may be issued when the Administrator gains knowledge of the 
presence of a hazardous waste at a facility, or knowledge of the release of 
any waste from a facility.  The corrective action authority applicable to 
interim status facilities (RCRA Section 3008(h)) may also be applied if any 
remedial activities are desired.  This order may be issued when the 
Administrator has information that there has been a release of hazardous 
waste into the environment from an interim status facility. 
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