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SUBJECT:  Use of Liquids for Wind Dispersal Control at 
          Hazardous Waste Landfills 
 
FROM:     Marcia Williams, Director 
          Office of Solid Waste (WH-562) 
 
TO:       Robert L. Duprey, Director 
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          Waste Management Division (8-HWM) 
 
This is in response to your request received in November 
1985 for guidance concerning the question of under what 
conditions, if any, it is acceptable to use water or other 
liquid chemical stabilizers to control wind dispersal of waste 
in a landfill cell.  We believe that the use of nonhazardous 
liquids for wind dispersal control at hazardous waste landfills 
should not be subject to the restrictions under Section 3004(c)(3) 
of HSWA.  This use must, of course, be limited to amounts necessary 
to comply with wind dispersal control requirements.  Such amounts 
should be determined by regulatory authorities on a case-by-case 
basis.   
 
As stated in your memorandum, Sections 264.301(f) and  
265.302(d) require the owner or operator of a landfill 
containing hazardous waste that is subject to wind dispersal 
to cover or otherwise manage the landfill to control such 
dispersal.  Since the liquids that are used to control such  
dispersal are usually nonhazardous (e.g., water), a response 
to your question is contained in a guidance we have drafted 
concerning Section 3004(c)(3) (which addresses the placement 
of nonhazardous liquids  in hazardous waste landfills) of the  
1984 Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) to RCRA. 
This draft guidance will be sent to the regional offices in 
the near future.  
 


