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OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
JAN 27 1987 
 
Ronald J. Drozdowski 
Process and Environment Chemist 
Moog Inc. 
East Aurora, NY  14052 
 
Dear Mr. Drozdowski: 
 
I am responding to your letter dated December 9, 1986, 
identified as ME LTR #25-86, that requested our interpretation 
of the regulatory status of your coolant waste streams. 
Mr. Ed Abrams, of my staff, spoke to you on the telephone on 
January 8, 1987, to clarify several points regarding the 
management of your waste streams containing 1,1,1,-trichloroethane 
(111_TCE). 
 
Mr. Abrams determined that you segregate your vapor degreasing 
operation wastes from your machining coolant wastes.  While both 
wastes contain 111-TCE, only the spent degreasing solvent is a 
listed hazardous waste (F001) at this time.  Your coolant wastes 
are not interpreted as EPA Hazardous Wastes F001 under the Federal 
hazardous waste program at this time because the coolant is not 
being used as a solvent, nor has it been mixed with a spent 
solvent.  However, the coolants would be considered hazardous if 
they exhibit one or more of the characteristics of hazardous 
waste. 
 
You should also be aware that the Office of Solid Waste is 
presently working on a toxicity characteristic which is likely 
to establish levels of 111-TCE in waste extracts that will 
cause them to be characteristically hazardous if the concentra- 
tions of 111-TCE are exceeded.  (See enclosure for proposed 
rule.)  These wastes will have a "D" classification.  Thus, 
although your coolant wastes may not currently be subject to the 
RCRA Subtitle C regulations, they may be defined as hazardous in 
the future. 
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If your coolant wastes are currently not subject to 
Subtitle C regulations, you will not need a RCRA permit to 
dewater and thereby reduce the quantity of the coolant waste 
for disposal.  However, I strongly recommend that you consult 
with your State and local authorities regarding your intended 
treatment of coolant wastes. 
 
I hope I have answered your inquiries satisfactorily.  If 
you have additional questions, you may telephone Mr. Abrams 
at 202-382-4787. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Matthew A. Straus, Chief 
Waste Characterization Branch 


