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July 2, 1990 
 
Fred Sabbagh 
Sollatek Corporation 
P.O. Box 453808 
Miami, Florida  33245 
 
Dear Mr. Sabbagh: 
 

Thank you for your letter of June 11, 1990 concerning the approval of the needle injector 
disposal unit manufactured by Sollatek Corporation.  Section 11008(a)(6) and (7) of the Medical 
Waste Tracking Act (MWTA) directed the Environmental Protection Agency to evaluate various 
medical waste treatment technologies.  However, the Agency was not given the authority to approve 
medical treatment technologies and does not endorse specific commercial products. 
 

The Agency also has a medical waste demonstration program currently underway in New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Puerto Rico.   The Standards for the Tracking and 
Management of Medical Waste, effective in the covered states, were published on March 24,  1989.   
These regulations included the Classes of medical waste which are to be regulated.  Sharps and needles 
would be included in Class 4 regulated medical waste. Additionally, the Part 259 regulations include a 
protocol for the management of medical wastes including performance standards for waste treatment 
and packaging, and procedures for transport and tracking of the waste from point of generation to the 
destination facility. 
 

Containment and management of wastes at the point of generation is regulated by OSHA 
(Occupational Safety and Health Administration). It may be advantageous for you to contact OSHA for 
questions concerning handling materials such as syringes prior to when they become a waste. 
 

If you have any further questions regarding this matter, please contact Mary Greene of my staff 
at (202) 475-7736. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Michael Petruska, Chief 
Waste Characterization Branch 

FaxBack #  11534 


