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Mr. Autumn Roedell 
15708 39th Place, South #D-6 
Seattle, WA 98188 
 
Dear Mr. Roedell: 
 

Thank you for your E-mail of July 25, 1999 to President Clinton regarding the 
need for increased recycling, as well as better management of wastes from U.S. ships 
and submarines.  The President’s office has assigned this letter to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which is responsible for solid waste issues.  
Here at EPA’s Office of Solid Waste, we are always heartened to hear of the strong 
support that citizens like yourself give to recycling and waste reduction.  Our programs, 
and the programs that we support and encourage at the state and local levels, could not 
succeed without your heartfelt support.  We thank you for it. 
 

You specifically asked if laws could be enacted to require businesses to recycle 
their wastes.  In fact, recycling has traditionally been regulated at the state and local 
levels.  In general, U.S. EPA’s role has been to foster waste reduction and recycling 
through educational campaigns, challenge programs and grants to governments and 
non-profit agencies.  For example, we have a program called WasteWise that works 
with businesses (as well as governments and other institutions) to get them not only to 
send their recyclables off for collection, but also to prevent waste from even being 
generated, as well as to manufacture and buy recycled-content products.  This effort has 
been so successful that in the last year alone, the over 900 organizations in WasteWise 
documented more than 7.8 million tons of waste reduced!  I have enclosed the 
WasteWise Fifth-Year Progress Report, so that you can learn more about the activities 
and accomplishments of this program. 
 

We hope you can support our efforts to get businesses to reduce as much of their 
waste as possible voluntarily, for example, by encouraging your local businesses to join 
WasteWise.  You and they can find more information on the program by going to the 
WasteWise web site at www.epa.gov/wastewise, or by calling 1-800-EPA-WISE. 



RO 14394 

 
Finally, I wanted to respond to your questions about management of waste 

aboard U.S. oceangoing vessels.  Although this is not an issue that my office handles, I 
have attached information on this issue from the web sites of EPA’s Ocean Dumping 
Program www.epa.gov/OWOW/OCPD/oceans and of the U.S. Navy, specifically from 
a Navy report called Meeting the Challenge 
http://206.5.146.100/n45/doc/navydocs/contents.html.  Contact EPA’s Ocean 
Dumping Program at 202-260-8448 for more information on this issue. 
 

Again, I am heartened by your interest in these important issues.  If we can help 
you by providing with you additional information on solid waste management and 
reduction, please do not hesitate to contact us in the future. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
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