
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 18, 1994 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Brian J. Reed, President 
MELLCO 
906 Ball Street 
Perry, Georgia 31069 
 
Dear Mr. Reed: 
 
 Thank you for your letter of January 27, 1994 regarding the 
status of rainwater falling onto wood preserving process areas  
and its impact on future reports of hazardous waste generation by  
your company, MELLCO. 
 
 First, let me take this opportunity to thank you for your 
contributions towards waste minimization.  Your work in achieving  
the reductions stated in your letter are very substantial and  
will contribute significantly towards hazardous waste reduction  
on a national level. 
 
 As you are aware, the current hazardous waste regulations  
which govern the management of wastes generated at wood  
preserving facilities include, in part, aqueous wastes which  
contact the drip pad.  By definition, when rainwater contacts a  
drip pad, it likewise becomes a hazardous waste.  Until it is 
recycled, it continues to be a hazardous waste.  This generation 
quantity should currently be included in your monthly reporting 
requirements.   
 
 I understand your concern that despite your recycling  
efforts under this regulation, you still will be report considerable 
hazardous waste generation.  This situation is an example of one  
of the problems associated with the hazardous waste management  
system.  We are looking into corrections for such problems  
through the work of the Agency’s Definition of Solid Waste Task  
Force. 
 
 In October 1992, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
created this Definition of Solid Waste Task Force to simplify our 
hazardous waste recycling program and to eliminate disincentives  
for safe recycling of hazardous waste.  The Task Force has two  
primary goals: 1) reducing the complexity of the current  



definition, thereby minimizing the resources needed by EPA,  
States, and the industry to enforce and comply with the rules; and 2) 
reducing the disincentives for safe recycling of hazardous wastes 
compared to similar virgin materials. 
 
 Since July 1993, the Solid Waste Task Force has conducted a 
series of detailed, technical meetings with representatives from 
various interested groups.  The Task Force will use this  
information, in conjunction with advice from other groups, to  
make regulatory change recommendations this year.  We plan to  
address those issues in our Task Force recommendations.  One  
possible action which could result is for the Agency to provide  
an exemption of wastes that are recycled.  We are still looking  
into these issues.   
 
 If you have any questions regarding specific issues being 
discussed by the Definition of Solid Waste Task Force, you should 
contact James Berlow on 202-260-8104. 
 
       Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
       Michael Shapiro, Director 
       Office of Solid Waste 


