Mr. Marty LePine
President, Tyrestone & Co.
115 N. Wilson Way #120
Stockton, California 95205

Dear Mr. LePine:

Thank you for your letter of December 8, 2000 regarding your request for funds
to build a facility that would recycle tires. This facility would make products out of
scrap tires and concrete for uses such as artificial reefs and emergency levees for flood
control. Your letter, addressed to the Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), has been forwarded to me for a response. There are two sources of
funding available through the Federal government; the Municipal Solid Waste Funding
Authority and the Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) program.

The Municipal Solid Waste Funding Authority is available only to non-profit
organizations or state, local, and tribal governments. Through this program we provide
limited funding to help solve municipal solid waste generation and management
problems at the local, regional, and national levels. The funding can be used for
training, public education, studies, and demonstration programs.

The SBIR program provides funding to private and non-profit small businesses
to conduct research on new technologies, products, and processes. You may receive a
quarterly publication announcing federal agencies' SBIR solicitations by calling (202)
205-7777 (a Small Business Administration recording), and asking to be put on the "SBIR
Pre-Solicitation Mailing List." Information will be provided on selected proposal
topics, proposal requirements, and expected funding levels. You can also obtain more
information on EPA=s SBIR program by calling 1-800-490-9194 or on the Internet at
http://es.epa.gov/ncerqga/sbir.

We also have identified two federal financing programs through which
businesses may be able to access capital. The Small Business Administration (SBA)
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administers the 504 Certified Development Company Loan Program and the 7(a) Loan
Guarantee Program. Both programs provide long-term, fixed asset financing to small
businesses. To identify the nearest SBA office, you may wish to call the Small Business
Answer Desk at 1-800-8-ASK-SBA.

Finally, I have enclosed three EPA reports, "Markets for Scrap Tires," AA
Financing Guide for Recycling Businesses: Investment Forums, Meetings, and
Network@, and "State Scrap Tire Programs: A Quick Reference Guide." The latter

report summarizes the regulations and programs each State has for scrap tire
management.

I appreciate your interest in recycled products, and I hope this information is
helpful to you in developing your business.

Sincerely yours,

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director
Office of Solid Waste

Enclosures
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