
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AOENCY 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20460 

The Honorabie Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6050 

Dear Senator Fcinatcin: 

Thank you for sharing with us the concern of your ~nstitwnt, Erica Simmonrr, regding , 
the storage and disposal of mixed t z m s ~ & c  waste 0. M i d  &amurmk waste and 0 t h ~  
mixed w&tw are rrgulatcd by tho Rwource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) because 
they ere hazardous wastes, and regulated by either the bpatment of Energy or the Nudear 
Regulatory CMnmissim (NRC) uader the Atomic Energy Act (AEA) h u m  they am 
radioactive. 

MS. Simmons letter states ha ~ncmr  that "[c]ormnarcial facilities somctimm store 
wastes that can not be traaad properly or dispose of than illeptty, cnsting sodogid 
complications." (hn expmhm shows that, dthough a small penmbge of fecWea msy mt 
abide by the law, EPA and NRC regadatitxis gwcming the management of mixed wastes, and 
implemented by EPA autbhed Stptes, end M C  Agrsgermt St*, arc comprehensive. The 
regulations provide for safk stornge, trwmat, and disposal of mixGd wastes. Bath NRC md 
EPA aud the States have aggressive enfhment  pmgmm tbat prosocute vio1atom of rhe 
regulatory and licensing pmgam. Specific incidents should be mpnted to EPA, NRC, or the 
appropriate State qcncy. 

Ms. Simmons also suggests that mixed wiiste is  being illegally stmd ( h t  is stored fol 
more than EPA's xgqibtory time limit). Them are cases where there is inad- treatment and 
disposal capacity far mixed Hlsstes. To deal with this situation, on Novsmkrr 6,1998, EPA 
mewed its policy to mixed waste storage. The palicy is called ''Extension of the 
Policy on Enforcement of RCRA Sec$on 30040) Storage Prohibition at Facilities Qarenlting 
Mixed RadioaetivulHamdous W e . "  (63 FR 59489) A copy of this policy is &ached. It cwn 
also be found at the following Memet ctddress: httpIhKww.apagov~oa/mixcd-waste. 



The policy requires generators to use my treatment teahnology or disposal capacity that 
is availabIe or face potential enfoment d o n  by EPA or the Ste@ agency &rized for bK 
RCRA program. 1;ab requires that the' mixed waste be safely stored-h comphwe with EPA 
rcg&&mq (for example, secondary c o n e e a t ,  inspactioos, etc.). The State of California is 
dorized for RCRAmixed w ~ ~ t e  implementation. Thmfon, gemmtors or the public within 
California should contaet the State Agency warding mixtd waste questions. 

If your constituent b.3 fUltbQ quedom =garding storage and disposal of mixed waste in 
Wiomia, she may wish a cwraet 

Charlene Williams 
Northan California Brau~h Chief 
Statewide Compliimec Division 
Department of Toxic  control 
700 Heinz Avnmk, 
Borkley, CA 94710. 

Eli&& A ~otrnvorth, ~ c t i n ~  &r 
Office of Solid Wagta 

Enclosures 


