
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Jim McDermott 
United States House of Representatives 
1809 7th Avenue, Suite 1212 
Seattle, WA 98101-1399 
 
Dear Congressman McDermott:  
 

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1999 to Administrator Browner in which 
you inquired about a proposed shipment of hazardous waste from Taiwan to the 
Envirosafe facility in Idaho for disposal. You raised a number of important issues which 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to address on behalf of the Administrator. 
 

Let me begin by updating you on the status of the proposed waste import.  The 
waste was generated in Taiwan by Formosa Plastics.  Taiwan wrote to Administrator 
Browner asking if this particular waste could be managed in the United States.  Our 
understanding is that several facilities are under consideration for disposal of the waste. 
 As you may know, the Envirosafe facility in Idaho decided not to accept the hazardous 
waste shipment from Formosa Plastics.  EPA is currently obtaining more information 
about the exact composition of the waste, in order to determine which U.S. standards 
for treatment and disposal in the United States would apply, and help us decide how 
best to proceed.  
 

We agree that we should encourage the minimization of hazardous wastes, and 
that other nations should develop the capacity to properly manage their waste.  We also 
support legislation that will enable the United States to become party to the “Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 
Their Disposal.” 
 

We understand your concerns about the potential environmental impacts of 
waste imports, and about the United States becoming a net importer of hazardous 



 
 
waste.  It is our view that as long as waste imported into the United States is managed 
according to U. S. standards, it will be environmentally protective.  Further, we believe 
that given the costs of transportation from foreign countries, and the costs of disposal in 
the United States, it is unlikely that we will experience significant increases in waste 
imports.  

 
I hope I have adequately addressed the issues you raised.  Please feel free to have 

your staff contact Rick Picardi of my staff (703-308-8879) at any time to discuss issues of 
concern to you or your constituents. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Elizabeth Cotsworth 
Acting Director, Office of Solid Waste  


