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FEB 9 1989
Dear Facility Manager:

As required by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must
submit a report to Congress on the generation and management
of large-volume solid wastes from mineral processing
facilities. Within six months after submission of the report
EPA must then determine which of these wastes will remain
exempt from RCRA hazardous waste management (Subtitle C)
regulations. We are asking for your assistance in gathering
the necessary information for the preparation of the report to
Congress and the subsequent regulatory determination.

We have enclosed EPA’s National Survey of Solid Wastes
from Mineral Processing Facilities. Please complete and
return the questionnaire within 45 days of the date you
receive it. Your response to the survey is required under
Sections 3001 and 3007 of RCRA. Failure to respond may result
in a fine or other penalties under Section 3008 of RCRA. We
have included some important details about Confidential
Business Information as an addendum to this letter. Please
read this information carefully before responding to the
survey.

Section 8002(p) of RCRA directs EPA to study various
factors as a part of the report to Congress on large-volume
mineral processing wastes, including sources and volumes of
wastes, current waste management practices, alternative waste
management practices and their costs, and documented damage
and potential risk to human health and the environment form
waste management practices. Consequently, the questionnaire
requests information on the large-volume mineral processing
wastes (which are called SPECIAL WASTES in the questionnaire)
from point of generation to their ultimate onsite or
offsite disposition, including all intervening steps.

The survey is composed of three booklets. The first
booklet contains instructions and definitions for use in
completing the questionnaire. The second booklet contains the
questionnaire itself. The third booklet contains extra sets
that you may need to complete. Please read the instructions
thoroughly and carefully before attempting to complete the
questionnaire.
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The questionnaire itself contains nine sections:

Section 1,

Section 2,

Section 3,

Section 4,

Section 5,

Section 6,

Section 7,

Section §,

Section 9,

general information on the entire facility.
processing units that GENERATE a special waste.

processing units that RECEIVE a special waste (or
its residue).

wastewater treatment plants that RECEIVE a special
waste (or its residue).

surface impoundments (including tailings ponds and
lagoons) that RECEIVE a special waste (or its
residue).

other waste management units that RECEIVE a special
waste (or its residue).

environmental monitoring in proximity to special
waste management units that receive a special
waste (or its residue).

general information on waste management units not
covered in Sections 5 and 6. (Since any facility
subject to Subtitle C requires corrective action at
any onsite solid waste management units causing
environmental problems, an inventory of each
facility’s solid waste management units is

necessary for assessing the economic impact of such
a designation.)

contact person at the facility in case follow-up
information is needed, and instructions on
returning the completed questionnaire.

At the end of the questionnaire are lined pages labeled
“FACILITY NOTES” for you to use in clarifying or explaining
your answers, if necessary.

EPA appreciates your efforts to provide timely and
accurate information and looks forward to your response. If
you have any questions about the survey, please call the
toll-free survey helpline (1-800-635-8850). If you are unable
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to get through on this number, you may call Bob Hall of my
staff at (202)475-8814.

Sincerely,

Sylvia K. Lowrance
Director
Office of Solid Waste

Enclosures
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