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Groundwater Sample Analysis

5. §264.97(h) describes the procedure required to determine
whether concentration limits have exceeded background
levels during groundwater detection monitoring and
compliance monitoring programs. In this instance, the
owner /operator (0/0) is in a detection monitoring program
and must compare the levels of constituents at the
compliance point to the background value. These
background values have been determined to have sample
coefficient of variations less than 1.00. The o/0
compares the constituent levels at the compliance point
to the background levels, as described in
§264.97(h)(1)(i), and finds there is a significant
difference in the values for certain constituents. In
order to statistically substantiate these results, the
o/0 must repeat the same sampling and analysis procedure
with a new sample. Must this second analysis cover all
the constituents, or may the o/o limit the analysis to
only those constituents which showed a significant
difference over background in the first sampling?

Since the objective of the second analysis is to confirm the first,
the second analysis need only cover those constituents which showed
a significant difference over background.

RO 12387



