9554.1990(01)

RCRA /SUPERFUND HOTLINE SUMMARY
JANUARY 1990

2. Land Disposal Restrictions - Lab Packs

Lab packs are containers holding a variety of wastes generated by
laboratories. If lab pack contains a waste restricted under RCRA's Land
Disposal Restrictions, how is it regulated?

The disposal of lab packs containing restricted wastes is initially
addressed in the Land Disposal Restrictions final rule of November 7,
1986 (51 FR 40572). If a lab pack contains any restricted wastes, the
entire lab pack is prohibited from land disposal "unless the solvents
or other restricted wastes are removed before land disposal, the
solvents in the lab pack meet the treatment standard, or a successful
petition demonstration has been made under Section 268.6." (51 FR
40585)

The proposed rule for the Third Third wastes in the November 22,
1989 Federal Register (54 FR 48372) also includes a discussion of lab
packs. The Agency proposes alternate treatment standards expressed
as technologies for those lab packs meeting certain criteria. Lab packs
containing certain characteristics and listed organic hazardous waste
may be incinerated according to this proposed rule, and stabilization
is proposed to be the treatment technology for certain EP toxic metal
wastes. However, this proposed approach would not be mandatory
and generators of lab packs who choose instead to comply with
current land disposal restrictions, would be free to do so.
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