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OFFICE OF SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
 
Ms. Deborah Self 
Student Environmental Health Project 
Center for Health Services 
Station 17 
Vanderbilt University 
Nashville, Tennessee  37232 
 
Dear Ms. Self: 
 
This is in response to the questions you submitted in April 
1986 at the Cincinnati meeting.  Your questions address both the 
particular situation of the partial closure of Chemical Waste 
Management's Emelle facility, and the general requirements of 
the closure/post-closure regulations promulgated under authority 
of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 
 
In regard to the Emelle facility, my staff spoke with the 
appropriate staff in our Region IV (Atlanta) office.  My under- 
standing is that the situation has changed somewhat since last 
July, when Region IV held a public hearing on their closure 
plan.  Region IV staff said they had processed the closure plan 
without a formal post-closure plan submittal because it was a 
partial closure and they were attempting to work out a new ground 
water monitoring system required for the facility.  The remaining 
active hazardous waste management units will obtain an operating 
permit.  Regional staff say that post-closure care will begin at 
final closure of the facility and will continue for 30 years. 
However, Chemical Waste Management will be required to conduct 
post-closure activities for the partial closure, as well.  In 
addition, permit conditions will need to be developed.  If you 
have further questions regarding the Emelle facility, you should 
contact Craig Brown in our Region IV office (404 347-3067). 
 
The former procedural requirements for closure and post- 
closure care were somewhat unclear regarding partial closures 
and subsequent post-closure responsibilities.  We proposed amended 
regulations on March 19, 1985, that attempted to clarify those  
requirements.  The final regulations were published on May 2, 1986 
(51 FR 16422), and will become effective on October 29, 1986.  I 
am enclosing a copy of them for your information. 
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The final regulations clarify the definition of partial 
closure, hazardous waste management unit, partial closure noti- 
fication requirements, and how partial closure and the initiation 
of post-closure responsibilities interact.  I believe these 
regulations will result in better protection of human health and 
the environment at all hazardous waste management facilities. 
Thank you for your interest in these issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Marcia E. Williams 
Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
 
Enclosure 


