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UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
JAN 3 1989
MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Regul ati on of Hazardous Waste Transfer Operations

FROM Sylvia K. Lowrance, Director
O fice of Solid Waste (OS-300)
TO B. G Constantel os, Director
Wast e Managenment Division (5H 12)
Regi on V

We have eval uated the issues raised in your Cctober 31, and
Novenber 9, 1988, nenoranda regarding the need to regul ate
containers transferring waste directly to incinerators, boilers,
or industrial furnaces.

You expressed concern about the Agency's policy that trans-

port vehicles are not considered storage vessels when | ocated
on-site for short periods during the transfer of hazardous waste
fuel directly to a conbustion device. Apparently, a nunber of
facilities have used this policy to avoid obtaining a storage
permt. Your concern is that, without a feed storage tank to
enabl e continuous m xi ng and, if necessary, heating of hazardous
waste fuels, steady-state conmbustion conditions cannot be main-
tai ned. You suggest that we include in the proposed boiler and
i ndustrial furnace rules a provision requiring a fuel blending
and storage tank.

We agree with you that a blending and feed storage tank can

be a useful approach to solving problens associated with
assessing a uniformfeed. W are not sure, however, that a

bl ending tank is needed in every case irrespective of the

unl oading time and properties of the waste fuel. Moreover, the
trial burn should be used to determine if a facility can conply
with the em ssions performance standards without a feed storage
tank. Nonetheless, we will request comment in the proposed boiler
and industrial furnace rule on whether blending and storage tanks
shoul d be required to ensure a maintain uniformfeed and a steady
state operation of the waste conmbustion facility.
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Not wi t hst andi ng where we end up on that issue, we encourage

you to establish-permt conditions as necessary to protect public
heal th and the environnent using the omi bus authority of

Section 3005(c)(3) of RCRA. Controls may be needed to address
the potential for spills, fires, and explosions during the
transfer operations. Thus, it may be appropriate to apply the
storage facility standards to the transfer operation. W will
discuss in the preanble to the boiler and industrial furnace rule
the use of the ommibus authority to address the hazards posed by
transfer operations.

If you have questions or conmments, your staff can contact
M. Dwight Hustick at (202) 382-7926.

cc: Incinerator Permt Witers' Workgroup
Dave Bussard
Joe Carra
Dev Bar nes
Carrie Wehling
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