UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Weinberg, Bergeson & Neuman
1300 Eye Street, NW

Suite 1000 West

Washington, D.C. 20005

RE: Request for Opinion Regarding Carbamate
Waste Generated by Cytec Industries Inc.

Dear Ms. Bergeson:

I am writing in response to your April 2, 1997 letter

requesting an opinion from EPA that Cytec Industries' waste from
the production of methyl carbamate is not among the K156 wastes
added on February 9, 1995 to EPA's list of "hazardous wastes from
specific sources" under 40 CFR 261.32.

EPA listed under hazardous waste number K156: organic waste
(including heavy ends, still bottoms, light ends, spent solvents,
filtrates, and decantates) from the production of carbamates and
carbamoyl oximes. We defined in the February 9, 1995 final rule
(60 FR 7828), that a "carbamate" is a salt or ester of carbamic

acid and methyl carbamate is the simplest ester of carbamic

ester. In EPA's November 27, 1995 letter to Karen Koster of
Cytec Industries, the Agency affirmed that methyl carbamate
clearly falls within this definition as part of the class of
carbamates regulated under the February 9, 1995 rule. Therefore,
organic wastes from the production of methyl carbamate would be
subject to regulation as K156.

Industries may challenge the scope or substance of

regulations set forth in a final rule during a 90 day period

after the rule is promulgated. See RCRA section 7006(a)(1).
However, the 90 day period for challenging the carbamate listing
ended in May, 1995. Cytec Industries may now petition for a
delisting following the procedures for an industry seeking to
exclude a waste at a particular generating facility. See 40 CFR
260.22.

You stated in your April 2nd letter that wastes from the
production of methyl carbamate do not contain hazardous
constituents that are the basis for listing K156 and the wastes
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are managed in a safe method. EPA appreciates the information
and recommends Cytec continue to pursue the delisting petition we
understand the company has initiated with Region III. In a
delisting procedure, EPA analyzes waste streams both for the
presence of hazardous constituents and for plausible methods of
mismanagement. Through this analysis, EPA verifies that a waste
is or is not hazardous and then issues a proposal for public

review. The Agency believes this procedure is consistent with

its goal to protect human health and the environment.

Thank you for your concern. If you have further questions,
please contact me at (703) 308-8880 or Rick Brandes at (703) 308-
8871.
Sincerely,
David Bussard, Director

Hazardous Waste Identification
Division
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