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6.  Dilution of Land Disposal Restricted Waste 
 
A generator of a spent solvent, which contained one hundred percent (100%) 
acetone before use, identified the waste as F003. She/he regenerates the 
spent solvent by distillation, and then triodes the stillbottoms in an 
accumulation tank by mixing them with nonhazardous solid waste.  The 
resulting mixture no longer exhibits the characteristic of ignitability.  
According to 40 CFR Section 261.3(a)(2)(iii), the material is no longer a 
hazardous waste.  However, the enforcement agency considers the mixing with 
nonhazardous waste to be dilution, which is prohibited by Section 268.3.  
Would the dilution prohibition prevent the generator from being able to mix 
the F003 waste with nonhazardous solid waste? 
 
     The preamble to the November 7, 1986 Federal Register (51 FR 40592) 
     specifies that the prohibition on dilution of wastes restricted from 
     land disposal, found at Section 268.3, "does not affect provisions in 
     other EPA regulations which may allow dilution for other purposes."  
     Thus, if the generator's purpose in mixing the stillbottoms with 
     nonhazardous waste is to render the mixture nonhazardous she/he is not 
     precluded from doing so by Section 268.3.  However, if the generator's 
     purpose in mixing the waste is to dilute the F003 waste as a substitute 
     for adequate treatment to achieve compliance with Part 268, Subpart D, 
     the action is prohibited. 
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