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3. International Agreements and Hazardous Waste Export Regulations

The United States is party to several international agreements addressing
hazardous waste. RCRA Section 3017 allows for international agreements to
provide alternative regulatory standards applicable to hazardous waste
exporters under Section 262.58. Currently, no alternative requirements have
been promulgated. When the United States signs international environmental
agreements, what is the process for implementing any alternative requirements?

International agreements regarding transboundary movement of hazardous
waste establish governmental control over and responsibility for the acts of U.S.
importers and exporters. Once agreements are executed by the United States,
EPA issues regulations to implement them, if necessary. Without the necessary
implementing regulations, U.S. importers and exporters are not subject to the
particular requirements of the agreement.

Currently, the United States is party to agreements with Canada, Mexico, and
member countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). The bilateral agreements with Canada and Mexico do not
differ substantially from EPA’s current export regulations in 40 CFR Part 262,
Subpart E. For this reason, the Agency did not need to promulgate specific
regulations to implement these agreements. EPA expects to promulgate
regulations implementing the OECD agreement which would, among other
things, expand the requirements applicable to U.S. exporters in the OECD
context.
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