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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
JUL 3 1986 
 
Mr. Nicholas J. Lardieri 
Staff Vice President 
Environmental Resources 
Scott Paper Company 
Scott Plaza 
Philadelphia, PA 19113 
 
Dear Mr. Lardieri: 
 
Thank you for your letter of May 30, 1986, requesting an 
interpretation of the application of the hazardous waste 
regulatory program under the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA) to recyclable cloth wipers and disposable industrial 
wipers, respectively.  As noted in your letter, the Agency makes 
no regulatory distinction between wipers which are disposed of 
and wipers which are recycled. 
 
Under the existing rules, both disposable industrial wipers 
and cloth towels which are recycled are regulated as hazardous 
waste if the generator of the wipers or cloth towels produces 
quantities of hazardous waste that exceed the small quantity 
generator levels cited in 40 CFR 261.5 and if the wipers or  
towels are either:  (1) used to clean up a listed hazardous 
waste or (2) used to clean-up a characteristic hazardous waste 
and the mixture of the wiper and the waste exhibit that 
characteristic.  In both cases, ultimate responsibility for 
proper management of the waste remains with the generator and, 
in that respect, both disposable and recyclable wipers are treated 
the same way under RCRA. 
 
Under the current regulatory scheme, whether or not the 
resultant hazardous waste is shipped off-site for disposal, as in 
the case of disposable wipers, or whether it is shipped to an 
industrial Laundry, both must be accumulated on-site  prior to  
shipment in compliance with Section 262.34 of the hazardous waste 
rules and must be manifested when shipped off-site.  Again, the 
obligations of generators managing hazardous wastes are the same, 
regardless of the way in which the waste is ultimately managed.  
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Despite the accuracy of your interpretation of the RCRA 
rules, however, it should be noted that the manner in which the 
waste is ultimately managed may greatly affect a hazardous waste 
generator's potential long term liabilities under Superfund.  For 
example, disposal of hazardous waste contaminated wipers in a  
landfill may create more significant potential liabilities as a 
practical matter than would incineration or recycling.  
 
Finally, you may be interested to know that we are currently 
examining the larger issue of the appropriate regulatory status 
of wipers, whether disposable or recyclable, which are brought 
into the hazardous waste regulatory system as a result of being 
used to clean up a hazardous waste.  Specifically, we are 
considering whether the existing regulations, as they apply to 
industrial wipers, result in the most effective and appropriate 
regulatory outcome.  
 
If I can be of any further assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact either myself or Matt Straus, of my staff, 
who may be reached at 475-8551. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document signed 
 
Marcia Williams 
Director 
Office of Solid Waste 
 


