
D. Ritchie
Email: momp3me@yahoo.com

Dear D. Ritchie:

Thank you for you e-mail of June 2, 2004, sent to Administrator Leavitt of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).  I appreciate your interest in recycling, and your concern about the
recyclability of plastic versus glass.  In the United States, we do not require that containers be made of
specific materials.  Manufacturers have a number of considerations when they choose the material for
containers, including weight (lower weights conserve energy during transport), safety, design, and
others.

Many, but not all types of plastic can be recycled – HDPE and PET are the most common
types of plastic to be recycled.  Nationally, we encourage, but do not require recycling of materials
such as glass, metal, and plastic beverage containers, newspapers, corrugated cardboard, and a wide
variety of other materials.  Locations vary in what they accept – for example some recycling programs
accept glass, metal and plastic beverage containers but others might omit plastic or glass containers,
due to local conditions.   Some localities require recycling – Montgomery County, Maryland, for
example, requires that at least 10 different products and materials must be recycled.  For more
information regarding recycling practices where you live, you might want to contact the internet site
<www.earth911.org> or the National Recycling Coalition <www.nrc-recycle.org>.  These sites
provide  links to state and local solid waste recycling coordinators and associations.

Thanks again for your interest in recycling.  I hope this information is helpful to you.

Sincerely,

Matt Hale, Director
Office of Solid Waste




