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USED OIL DESTINED FOR RECYCLING 
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
APR 17 1987 
 
Mr. R. F. Gebhardt, Manager 
Environmental and Manufacture 
  Services 
Lehigh Portland Cement Company 
718 Hamilton Mall 
Allentown, PA  18105-1882 
 
Dear Mr. Gebhardt: 
 
Thank you for your March 30, 1987, letter regarding used oil 
recycling.  In your letter, you implied that, on November 18, 1986, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it would 
not issue regulations for used oil destined for recycling and stated 
that such a decision was a poor one.  Let me assure you that this 
is not the case. 
 
EPA's November 18, 1986, decision (51 FR 41900) was that 
recycled oil would not be listed as a hazardous waste.  It did not, 
constitute a decision that used oil would not be regulated.  Rather, 
as explained in that notice, EPA under authority of Section 3014 of 
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) will issue recycled 
used oil management standards and combustion controls.  The schedule 
for these activities was included in the Federal Register notice 
(enclosed). 
 
In our strategy to control used oil (Section V, 51 FR 41900), 
EPA recognizes as you have expressed in your letter that "improper 
recycling of used oil can pose substantial environmental hazard." 
However, we believe it is necessary to conduct additional studies 
before issuing the recycled oil management and burning standards. 
We must ensure that the standards do not have the unintended effect 
of causing improper disposal of used oil to increase, thus negating 
the positive benefits of the standards. 
 
Please note that the Agency is currently regulating used oil 
recycling and disposal under certain conditions.  For instance, used 
oil recycling becomes subject to regulation when used oil is mixed 
with hazardous waste or PCBs.  Such mixtures must be managed 
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according to regulations for hazardous waste and/or PCB-containing 
substances.  Additionally, EPA regulations (50 FR 49064, November 29, 
1985) require restricted burning environments (industrial boilers 
and burners) for off-specification used oil. 
 
Thank you very much for your interest in the used oil 
regulations.  If you have any questions regarding our progress, 
please contact Robert Dellinger of my staff at (202) 382- 
7917, who will be happy to discuss this matter more fully. 
We are working very hard at developing regulations that 
protect human health and the environment while encouraging 
the recycling of used oil.  As explained above, both recycled 
used oil and used oil bound for disposal will be addressed in 
future rulemaking activities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
J. Winston Porter 
Assistance Administrator 


