
 

The Honorable Russell D. Feingold
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-4904

Dear Senator Feingold:

Thank you for your letter of October 21, 2003, to Associate Administrator Edward Krenik
requesting information for your constituent regarding the movement of waste by truck from Canada
into the United States for disposal in New York landfills.  Your constituent asks whether this
practice is safe. 

Shipments of municipal solid waste (MSW) between the U.S. and Canada occur routinely
at a number of locations across our border.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been
monitoring this issue over the past several years.  The U.S. has a well-established regulatory
system to determine what can or cannot be responsibly managed in a landfill.  EPA believes that
properly permitted and compliant MSW landfills enable solid waste to be disposed of in a manner
that appropriately minimizes risk to public health and the environment.  EPA is not aware of any
evidence to date indicating environmental problems resulting from the shipment of municipal solid
waste to landfills in the U.S.  If we were to find a situation where such practice posed an imminent
and substantial endangerment to public health and the environment, EPA would take action to
rectify the situation.  Also, when EPA or a state discovers a situation where hazardous waste is
being improperly disposed of in municipal solid waste landfills, both EPA and the state treat such
violations very seriously and take appropriate action against the violator.

Thank you again for your interest in the proper management of municipal solid waste. 
Please contact me if I can be of further assistance, or your staff may contact Holly Smithson in
EPA’s Office of Congressional and  Intergovernmental Relations at (202) 564-1609.

Sincerely yours,

Marianne Lamont Horinko
Assistant Administrator

cc: Tom Skinner, Regional Administrator, Region V        RO 14697


