PPC 9444.1991(05)

DISCARDED WASTEWATER AT A CORROSION CONTROL FACILITY

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
November 26, 1991

Mr. James C.R. Lee, P.E., Ph.D.
Environmental Engineer.
CEPOJ-ED

APOQO San Francisco 96343-0061

Dear Mr. Lee:

Thank you for your letter of June 27, 1991. Please accept
my apology for the delay in answering your letter, which was
referred to our branch from the Kansas City regional office.

In response to your first question, discarded wastewater at

a corrosion control facility is considered a solid waste. (40 CFR
261.2). Whether a solid waste is also a hazardous waste depends
on whether the solid waste contains any listed hazardous waste or
exhibits any hazardous waste characteristics.

Methylene Chloride is listed in 40 CFR 261.31 as a hazardous
waste. Unfortunately, the information you provide about the way
in which the methylene chloride is used is not enough to allow me
to say, conclusively, whether the waste you describe is

hazardous. Methylene chloride is listed as both an FO01 and F002
hazardous waste. I refer you to the following paragraphs:

40 CFR 261.3 Hazardous wastes from non-specific sources

F001...The following spent halogenated solvents used in
degreasing: Tetrachloroethylene, trichloroethylene,
methylene chloride, 1,1,1-trichloroethane, carbon
tetrachloride, and chlorinated fluorocarbons; all spent
solvents mixtures/blends used in degreasing containing,
before use, a total of ten percent or more (by volume)

of one or more of the above halogenated solvents or
those solvents listed in F002, FO04, and F005; and

still bottoms from the recovery of these spent

solvent and spent solvent mixtures.
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We appreciate the input and cooperation of the Navy and
Department of Defense in resolving this issue and look forward to

your continued support in securing passage of the Administration
bill.

Sincerely,

Don R. Clay
Assistant Administrator

cc: Jacqueline Schafer
Department of Navy

Robert Grady
OMB
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