
The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515-0529

Dear Congressman Waxman:

Thank you for your letter of March 12, 2003, to Administrator Whitman on behalf of Mr.
Brad Buscher, Chairman and CEO of Mercury Waste Solutions, Inc.  

In his letter to you, Mr. Buscher expresses concerns about the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) standards governing the treatment and disposal of products containing mercury. 
Mr. Buscher is concerned that the EPA regulations are structured such that waste products and
cleanup wastes that contain mercury are being inappropriately disposed in landfills, rather than
being subjected to “retorting,” a technology which removes the mercury from the wastes for re-
use.

We are taking Mr. Buscher’s concerns very seriously.  We are pleased to let you know
that we have been working closely with Mr. Buscher for several months and are actively
engaged in assessing the issue that he has raised.  This issue is complicated, as mercury-
containing wastes can originate from several sources, including households, industry, and
cleanup sites.  Different federal regulations can govern these sources, including regulations for
household hazardous waste, hazardous industrial waste, hazardous debris and soil, and
generators of small quantities of waste.  To better understand current waste management
practices, we are working with the states to determine how waste thermometers, thermostats and
other mercury containing devices are managed (e.g., is the mercury recovered, or are the devices
directly disposed) when they are collected by state collection programs.   EPA Headquarters is
also consulting with experts in the EPA Regional offices to understand the disposition of
mercury-contaminated cleanup wastes.

The Agency has recently taken measures to get mercury-containing products out of the
municipal and hazardous waste streams and into recycling.  On June 12, 2002, EPA proposed to
add mercury-containing equipment to the federal universal waste rule (67 FR 40508).  When this
proposal is finalized, such equipment (including non-household thermometers, barometers,
gauges, switches, and meters) will be subject to streamlined waste management requirements
designed to encourage collection and keep them out of the municipal wastestream.   EPA is also



presently conducting a mercury-containing lamp recycling outreach program.  EPA is working
with nonprofit organizations, State governments, lamp recyclers and lamp manufacturers to
develop and implement a lamp recycling outreach program to promote proper recycling and
disposal of mercury-containing lamps.  We are also looking at ways to promote recycling of
other mercury wastes, including dental amalgam and mercury auto switches.

We would be pleased to provide you with more details on these issues.  Your staff may
wish to contact Mary Jackson on my staff at (703) 308-8453 if they have additional questions.

Sincerely yours,

Marianne Lamont Horinko
Assistant Administrator
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