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TREATMENT SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS, REGULATORY OPTIONS AVAILABLE

TO WOOD PRESERVERS

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NOV 25 1987

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Regulatory Options Available to Wood Preservers
for the Continued Use of "Treatment Impoundments"

FROM: Bruce R. Weddle, Director
Permits and State Program Division (WH-563)

TO: Marcia Williams, Director
Office of Solid Waste (WH-562)

You asked PSPD to investigate regulatory options available
to the Wood Preservative industry for the continued use of
"treatment surface impoundments." These regulatory options
included the use of RD&D permits for these units.

In general, the Wood Preservative industry has utilized
biological treatment as a form of disposal for highly organic
hazardous wastes. Through the use of "treatment surface
impoundments", microbial interaction degrades and biologically
transforms these wastes into less toxic degradation products.
Like land treatment, this specific utilization of biological
treatment is feeling a high impact from HSWA. Compliance with
RCRA requirements for the continued use of "treatment surface
impoundments" by this industry are both expensive and time
comsuming.

The issuance of RD&D permits is not a viable option for the

"treatment surface impoundments" employed by the Wood Preservative
industry. Based on specific criteria described in HSWA legislative
history, these units do not qualify as experimental units, nor

can the biological treatment taking place within these units

pass for a hazardous waste management experiment. Specifically,

the legislative history states, "If a unit or process is used at

any time to store or treat waste for any reason other than the

conduct of a hazardous waste experiment, the unit must be permitted
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in accordance with 40 CFR Part 264." In addition, the legislative
history describes a hazardous waste experiment,"... to mean the
treatment of hazardous waste in a unit or device made primarily
from nonearthen materials: that is other than a surface impoundment
or land treatment." By failing these criteria, others viable

regulatory options must be implemented.

At this time, three viable regulatory options exist for
the Wood Preservative industry. These options are:

1. Meet HSWA Minimum Tech. Requirements for Surface
Impoundments and Permit These Units - These units can
continue to be called "treatment impoundments", thus
the wood preservative wastes going into these units
do not have to meet BDAT. However, "treatment impoundments"”
do have to dredge once a year and the residuals must
meet BDAT prior to land disposal.

2. Close Surface Impoundments - Move the wastes into
permitted tanks. Wastes leaving tanks must meet BDAT
prior to land disposal. If RD&D permits are the
mechanism of choice by the Wood Preservers for the
continued biological treatment of their wastes, perhaps
the use of tanks can achieve this goal.

3. Land Treat Wastes - Apply for a land treatment
demonstration under §270.63 and shift from "treatment
surface impoundments"” to land treatment. However,
the land treatment unit must meet the "no migration"
standard.

Corrective action provisions, called for under HSWA, apply for

all the above options, in addition to the existing "treatment
surface impoundments" currently in use by the Wood Preservers.
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