
Mr. Evandek Jamison
1210 Goff N.E.
Orangeburg, SC  29115

Dear Mr. Jamison:

Thank you for your letter of October 24, 2002 to Administrator Whitman concerning
solid waste and recycling.  I would like to share with you some information about what the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is doing to reduce waste generation and to increase
recycling in America.

Handling trash is primarily the responsibility of state and local governments, since the
types and extent of waste management concerns vary from region to region.  Currently, EPA
does not have the legal authority to require recycling or waste prevention.  Instead, EPA relies
on voluntary approaches to inspire recycling, which includes providing technical assistance to 
states, communities and businesses.  If you would like to pursue your recycling ideas in your
locality, please contact Richard Chesley, Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling at
803/896-4209.

Like you, we recognize the advantages of recycling.  We have written a booklet, Puzzled
About Recycling’s Value?  Look Beyond the Bin, that gives full attention to recycling’s many
benefits.  I’ve enclosed a copy for you to read. The major benefits are:

• Recycling conserves natural resources such as timber, water, and minerals.
• Recycling decreases emissions of greenhouse gases that contribute to global climate

change.
• Recycling protects and expands U.S. manufacturing jobs and increases U.S.

competitiveness.

The Federal government is one of the largest consumers of products in the country.  How
we spend our money makes a big impact on manufacturers and the economy.  For that reason,
and also to set an example for the rest of the country, the Federal government tries to buy items
that are made from recycled materials and that do not harm the environment.

I’m delighted that you are interested in the environment, particularly recycling.           



You may want to visit EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov to find more information about   
the environment.  I hope you find the enclosed material both informative and enjoyable.

Sincerely,

Robert Springer, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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