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GENERATOR USE OF TOTAL CONSTITUENT ANALYSIS IN  
LIEU OF THE EP OR TCLP TESTS 
 
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
APR 28 1986 
 
Ms. Patricia DeJong 
Information Services of Alaska 
P.O. Box 843 
Anchorage, Alaska  99510 
 
Dear Ms. DeJong: 
 
Your letter to Mr. Roy R. Jones regarding the acceptability 
of performing total analyses, in lieu of performing the Extraction 
Procedure (EP) Toxicity Test, was forwarded to Ms. Florence M. 
Richardson, the Office of Solid Waste's Quality Assurance 
Officer, and finally, to myself.  The EP, as well the new TCLP 
test that you referred to, are both my responsibility. 
 
In answer to your question, Section 262.11 of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (40 CFR 262.11) provides for the 
use of generator knowledge in application of the characteristics. 
Practically speaking, the generator has the option of considering 
his or her knowledge of the waste in determining whether it meets 
any of the characteristics.  This includes information regarding 
total waste concentration. 
 
The TCLP (enclosed-See Section 1.2), which will be 
proposed for use in expanding the EP Toxicity Characteristic, 
specifically states that if a total analysis of the waste 
demonstrates that a waste does not contain a particular contam- 
inant, or that it does contain the contaminant, but at such low 
concentrations that the particular hazardous level could not 
possibly be exceeded, then the TCLP does not have to be performed. 
This evaluation must be made, however, assuming that all the 
contaminant present in the waste will migrate or leach into the 
liquid extract. 
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Please call me at (202) 382-4795 if I can be of any further 
assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Todd A. Kimmell 
Environmental Scientist 
Methods and Studies Branch (WH-562B) 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  Florence M. Richardson (OSW) 
     Roy R. Jones, EPA Region X 
 
 


