
Mr. Munroe Gabler
Hamrick Biomass Energy System
45-26 44th Street
Long Island City, NY 11104

Dear Mr. Gabler:

Thank you for your letter of July 20, 2001 to Administrator Whitman regarding the
energy and environmental benefits of your technology, the Hamrick Biomass System.  The
Administrator’s Office has asked that I respond to your letter.  Biomass energy is an important
component of the Administration’s National Energy Plan and we recognize the environmental
benefits of renewable energy sources.  A comprehensive approach to expanding the use of
biomass can be good for both the economy and the environment by helping to manage our solid
waste stream and adding to the growing list of renewable energy projects in the U.S.

As you may be aware, the National Energy Plan recently released by President George
W. Bush, provides a framework of activities to promote renewable energy. Examples of biomass
energy technologies highlighted in the National Energy Plan include landfill gas-to-energy
projects, co-firing of biomass in coal fired power plants, gasification systems and biofuels, such
as ethanol and biodiesel.

A multi-agency effort known as the Biomass Initiative is coordinating and promoting
federal biobased products (e.g., fuels, chemicals, and building materials from biomass) and
biomass energy research and development. The effort is guided by two policy measures: The
Biomass Research and Development Act of 2000 and Executive Order 13134. These biomass
measures support the President’s goal of tripling U.S. use of biobased products and bioenergy by
2010. The Biomass Initiative is coordinated through the Biomass Board, a cabinet level council
co-chaired by the U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Advisory
Committee—a group of 25 individuals representing farm, forestry, industry, environmental,
academic, and nonprofit sectors.  For more information on the Biomass Initiative, visit the Web
site at <www.bioproducts-bioenergy.gov>.

If you are interested in federal funding opportunities, one program for which private
businesses are eligible is the Small Business Administration's (SBA) Small Business  Innovative
Research (SBIR) program. Under the SBIR program, funding is provided to private and non-
profit small businesses to conduct research on new technologies, products, and processes.  You
may receive a quarterly publication announcing federal agencies' SBIR solicitations by calling
(202) 205-7777 (a Small Business Administration recording), and request to be put on the "SBIR
Pre-Solicitation Mailing (PSA) List."  The PSA lists information on selected proposal topics,
proposal requirements, and expected funding levels.  

Additionally, the Small Business Administration administers two federal programs which
provide funding to businesses such as yours. Both the 504 Certified Development Company
Loan Program and the Loan Guarantee Program provide long-term, fixed asset financing to
small businesses meeting certain requirements. For additional information on these programs
you can contact the New York City District Office of the SBA at (212) 264-4354. 



I appreciate your interest in alternative energy sources and protecting the quality of our
environment. I hope this information is helpful to you and wish you success. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Cotsworth, Director
Office of Solid Waste
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