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MINIMUM SHELL THICKNESS REQUIREMENT, WAIVER
DEC 14 1983

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Waiver of Minimum Shell Thickness Requirement

FROM: Bruce R. Weddle, Acting Director
State Programs and Resource Recovery Division

TO: Conrad Simon, Director
Air and Waste Management Division - Region II

As you know, part of our ongoing effort to monitor regional

RCRA permit programs involves reviewing the final permits
issued by each Regional Office. We have generally been impressed
by the quality of the permits issued by Region II. However,

we recently noticed a serious omission in two of the permits

that I want to bring to your attention. Specifically, the

requirement to establish minimum shell thicknesses for hazardous
waste storage/treatment tanks has been waived in the permits
issued to C & D Batteries in Huguenot, NY, and the General
Electric R & D Center in Schenectady.

As stated in §270.32(b), "Each RCRA permit shall include
permit conditions necessary to achieve compliance with the Act
and regulations, including each of the applicable requirements
specified in 40 CFR Parts 264, 266, and 270." One of these
requirements is that "the Regional Administrator shall require
that a minimum shell thickness be maintained at all times to
ensure sufficient shell strength" (§264.191). The regulations
contain no provision for granting a waiver of the minimum shell
thickness requirement. Although I recognize that there are
difficulties in applying the minimum shell thickness concept,

it is nevertheless an important regulatory requirement, and it
must be addressed in every RCRA tank permit. I hope that
Region II will act to ensure that the requirement will not be
waived in future permits issued by the Region.

Please let me know if there are any questions.
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cc: Peter Guerrero
Terry Grogan
Dave Fagan
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