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3. Solvent Drippings for Degreasing Operations

A ball-bearing manufacturer dips metal parts in a degreasing tank of
pure 1,1,1-trichloroethane. Once the parts have been dipped, they
are ground. The cooling system (either oil or water is used as the
fluid) picks up the grinding sand, metal flakes, and traces of

solvent left on the part. The fluid is then filtered for reuse, and

the sand-metal-solvent mixture is discarded. Are the traces of
solvent left on the parts after degreasing classified as F001? Is

the sand-metal-solvent mixture regulated as a hazardous waste when
discarded?

The small amount of solvent remaining on the part after it has
been dipped will not be regulated as FOO1. The solvent is not
spent. If the sand-metal-solvent mixture exhibits any of the
characteristics of hazardous waste as defined in Subpart C of 40
CFR Part 261, then the mixture would be regulated as a hazardous
waste.

Source: Steve Silverman 382-7706
Research:  Becky Cuthbertson

RO 12864



