
RO 13779

9551.1996(02)

HOTLINE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

March 1996

1.   Frequently Asked Questions on Compliance with Part 268 Land Disposal
Restrictions Treatment Standards

     If a waste is subject to the land disposal restrictions, where can its treatment
standard be found?

     The table of "Treatment Standards for Hazardous Wastes" (40 CFR 268.40) lists
by waste code each waste that is subject to the land disposal restrictions (LDR);
each waste code entry identifies either the hazardous constituents subject to
treatment and their applicable treatment levels, or the specific treatment
technology that must be applied to the waste.

     If the 268.40 "Treatment Standards for Hazardous Wastes" identifies the
treatment standard applicable to each particular waste, what are the "Universal
Treatment Standards" in 268.48?

     The "Universal Treatment Standards" (UTS) table is an alphabetical list of all
the hazardous constituents referenced in the "Treatment Standards for
Hazardous Wastes."  While the UTS lists the numeric treatment level for every
hazardous constituent, only the 268.40 table of "Treatment Standards for
Hazardous Wastes" identifies the standard to which a waste must be treated
prior to land disposal.

     Why would a handler of a restricted or prohibited waste consult the 268.48
UTS?

     The table "Treatment Standards for Hazardous Wastes" notes that certain
characteristic wastes, in addition to complying with the treatment standard for
the specific constituent or characteristic, must also "meet 268.48 standards." 
Characteristic wastes subject to this additional treatment requirement must meet
both the concentration limit (or technology) for that particular waste code and
the UTS levels for each underlying hazardous constituent (defined in 268.2)
likely to be present at the point of generation.

     Under what circumstances are listed wastes subject to the 268.48 UTS?
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     While characteristic wastes often vary significantly in composition, each listed
waste is, by definition, fairly uniform in the hazardous constituents it contains. 
As a result, the treatment standard listed in the 268.40 "Treatment Standards for
Hazardous Wastes" is able to address all of the hazardous constituents that are
commonly of concern for each particular listed waste.  Therefore, listed wastes
treated to their waste code-specific treatment standards identified in 268.40 will
not require additional treatment for underlying hazardous constituents.  Only
listed wastes that also exhibit a characteristic not addressed in the treatment
standard for the listed waste (268.9(b)) could be required to meet UTS for
underlying hazardous constituents.

     Until Phase IV of LDR is finalized, characteristic metal wastes are subject to
less stringent treatment standards for metal constituents than are wastes whose
treatment standards require compliance with the UTS of 268.48.  Where a
characteristic metal waste also exhibits another characteristic that renders it
subject to compliance with UTS levels, would the waste need to meet the more
stringent standard for the metal constituent?

     Section 268.9(b) requires wastes to "meet the treatment standards for all
applicable listed and characteristic waste codes."  In the rare case where a waste
is subject to multiple treatment standards for a particular constituent, the more
stringent treatment standard will continue to apply.


