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2.  Contractors as Procuring Agencies

    RCRA 6002 applies to procuring agencies that purchase $10,000 or more of a
designated item during the current fiscal year, or who purchased $10,000 or more
of a designated item or functionally equivalent items during the preceding fiscal
year. A procuring agency is defined as  ...any federal agency, or any state agency,
or agency of a political subdivision of a state which is using appropriated federal
funds for such procurement, or any person contracting with any such agency
with respect to work performed under such contract (1004(17)).   If a federal
agency is subject to 6002, will contractors with that federal agency automatically
be subject to 6002?

    No.  Federal contractors with procuring agencies subject to 6002 are not
automatically subject to the requirements of  6002. These contractors must buy an
EPA-designated item with recycled content subject to certain conditions (e.g.,
availability, conformance with applicable performance standards) if they
purchase $10,000 or more of the item during the current year or purchased
$10,000 worth of the item in the preceding fiscal year, for use under the agency
contract.  For example, a federal contractor that purchases $10,000 of office paper
products during the current fiscal year for use on the federal contract would
need to purchase recycled content paper.  Thus, the contractor would need to
ensure the paper purchased for the federal contract contained the highest
amount of postconsumer recovered material practicable.


